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2008 York/Lancaster Reunion Plans

Pencil in the dates of September

4-6, 2008 for our next RFA reunion!  We are making arrangements to stay at the Yorktowne Hotel again.  You may call 800 233-9324 and ask for the RFA rate [$98.10 includes tax, $7/night per car.]
We would begin early Thursday evening checking in and saying hello.  Then Friday would be spent visiting Amish country.  Saturday we tour York County homesteads and cemeteries.  Jerry Dietz will be organizing and has found more Rudisill cemeteries that we did not visit last time.  We would organize bus tours as before.
Friday’s agenda could include visiting an Amish farm, as our ancestors, I’m sure, lived much like them.  Also, there is a Friday Amish farmer’s market that is not to be missed.  We would look for the Pennsylvania Dutch style cooking for lunch and dinner.
Saturday’s tours would include checking our Philips Heinrich Rudisille cemetery.  We will see how the stones are holding up and how the landscaping looks after the summer season.  Elizabeth Smith, Bill Rudasill, and Jerry Dietz have all been keeping up with this cemetery since we last visited in 2004. 

For Saturday night, the Sight & Sound Millennium Theater in Strasburg, PA, has been suggested.  “In a spectacular staging of the biblical account of creation, Sight & Sound opens the all new original production, In the Beginning. Be there as the Garden of Eden appears before you - the waters, vegetation, and animals of the newly created world enveloping the Millennium Theatre! . . . Enhanced by magnificent staging, stirring musical compositions, and captivating live and animatronic animals, the stage will spring to life with the phenomenal story of creation!”
This reunion is still in the planning stages, so please let me know if you wish anything.    
Our next newsletter will have the details published.  
Recollections on the 2007 Rudisill Reunion – Charlotte, NC

While most who attended the 2007 reunion stayed together at the Marriott SouthPark, I was a local, so I commuted in from Gastonia to join the group for the various events during the heat of the summer in mid-August this past year.  We first met up on Thursday evening, August 16 in the lobby of the Marriott.  Once a large number of us had gathered, we made our way out the back door just a hop, skip, and a jump to Manzetti’s Tavern for appetizers & dinner.  It was such a joy to see faces I remembered from previous reunions and pictures my mother, Helen Reeves, had from her attendance at reunions I hadn’t attended.  Many faces also were new to me, and it was wonderful to see a growing interest in our family.  The food was delicious and topped by desserts too rich to imagine.  After the meal we had a brief meeting back in the hotel lobby where packages were handed out including our tickets, information about the area and sites we were about to see this reunion, and wonderful tote bags labeled from the reunion to carry it all. [Joyce Rudisill gift – thanks again - ed]

The next morning, Friday, we met up to board our bus in the hotel parking lot to ride north-west to the Latta Plantation.  The sky was overcast so the heat was kept down a bit that morning.  The Latta Plantation gave a fascinating picture of life in the 1800’s.  There was a tour inside the home as well as many out-buildings to view, complete with livestock.  Back at the Orientation / Education Hall, a presentation was given to us about the plantation.  This was followed by boxed lunches in the yard.

We then re-boarded the bus and continued our day trip to the Reed Gold Mine north of Charlotte.  We toured the gold mine giving us a cool-off underground.  It was fascinating to learn about the methods used to find and recover gold.  Some even put their hands to panning afterward.  The welcome center had a nice walk-through museum about gold mining.  Charlotte’s banking center history can be traced back to the discovery of gold in the area. 

After the gold mine, we returned to the Marriott to freshen up.  As a local, but not so local as to have the time to go home & return for the evening activities, the Bentley’s were kind enough to invite me to utilize their room for a little make-over.  I was able to make myself presentable enough to then re-board the bus for a quick trip uptown to the Levine Museum of the New South.  They reopened the museum for our group for the evening where we were able to see some of the exhibits, have a wonderful meal, and hear a presentation from Bob Remsburg from the Reed Gold Mine.  Mr. Remsburg gave us information about gold discovery and mining in the area and specifically researched the Rudisill gold mine in Charlotte for our group.  Unfortunately we are not the descendants of a wealthy mining family from the area.  The mine was actually named after a nearby hill called Rudisill hill.  He was such a good sport about finding out the tangential connection for us.  Afterwards, our bus took our tired and overstuffed bodies back to the Marriott.

Saturday morning we again boarded the bus for a longer trip north to Winston-Salem where we spent the day at Old Salem.  We started our visit with small tours of Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts (MESDA) were they had many rooms from original locations in the south.  The style of furniture building and decorations was fascinating.  They also had a toy museum that was very interesting.  From there we walked and talked and explored the various buildings in Old Salem.  Old Salem was originally settled by Moravians giving us a taste of what our ancestor were probably like.  Many of the buildings were set up for tours including the gun shop, the tavern, the apothecary, and the bakery.  We ate lunch at the Old Salem Tavern, next to the historic tavern, where the food was delicious.  After lunch, there was still some time to visit additional buildings and gardens, and then meet back at the welcome center to return to Charlotte our bus.

We stopped at Bubba’s Barbecue for supper and took a group picture by the “Grit” tree (found on grit plantations in the south, tee-hee).  Unless stated otherwise BBQ in the south means pork and is usually served with hushpuppies, coleslaw, and sweet tea.  Living in the area I did develop a taste for the sweet tea, but found the LARGE amount of sugar bad for my health, so I usually order unsweet & add sweetener.  From here, our final bus trip took us back to the Marriott.

Sunday morning we were invited to Cherryville west of Charlotte for a combined family reunion of two local branches of the Rudisill family celebrating their 103rd and 117th reunions at St. John’s Lutheran church in Cherryville.  A covered dish meal was delicious and followed by a meeting of the reunions.  I do hope everyone enjoyed the reunion as much as I did, and I hope to see many of you again at future reunions. 

-- (Cheryl) Ann Reeves
  

From Anna Rae Rudacille

Two brothers and first cousins of Anna Rae Rudacille White who attended the first Rudisill Reunion that was held at Lenox, Mass. have died.  Ralph Lee Rudacille died February 18, 1999 and Raymond Vernon Rudacille died November 1, 2005.  They resided in Baltimore, MD.

NOTICE  FOR DESCENDANTS OF JOHN JACOB RUDISILL

Page 335 of Ted’s Book

(These descendants spelled the last name Rudasilla;  then it became Rudaciller and then Rudacille.)

We are no longer without  proof of our parentage.  Jacob Rudaciller on page 337 married Elizabeth Morgan, daughter of Jonas George Morgan.  Recorded at Woodstock Court House in the Shenandoah Co. Circuit Court Marriage Bond Book 1772-1853, page 108.

Page 340, #8 You can mark out the 2nd sentence beginning with  “No documentary proof….”     And, if you don’t already have it filled in this William Rudaciller married Mary Marlow Dec, 25, 1829. 

In the May 21, 2007 issue of Newsweek, on page 55, at the top of the 3rd column there is a reference to Deborah Rudacille, author of “The Riddle of Gender.”  She is the daughter of Ralph and Jean Rudacille.  They attended the first reunion in Lenox, Mass.  Ralph is deceased now.  

From Publishers Weekly:  Science writer Rudacille's sympathetic and well-researched elucidation of the threads that make up the tangled issue of gender variance, most visible in transsexuals, is lively enough to be a good introduction for the educated lay reader and documented enough for the scholar.  [Congratulations Deborah – ed] 

Rudisill Family Mailing Database Results—Who, Where, and How Many

By Jake Rudisill  

The Rudisill Family Foundation recently undertook an update to our annual newsletter mailing list.  Through utilization of the Yahoo People Search website, searches throughout the entire United States were done for all 44 spellings of the Rudisill family name.  Rudi asked me to share some of the highlights of this new expanded database with members of our family.  

This search effort roughly doubled the mailing list of family units (not people per se) for the Rudisill Family Foundation, from about 1100 to 2181.  It disclosed many more Rudisills then we had on our original list and represents a fairly complete survey of our family (with a Rudisill family name) in the United States.  

Not surprisingly, the most common name in the Rudisill family is -- Rudisill!  Roughly 60% of our extended family utilizes that spelling of the last name.  However, there's a broad distribution of the next most common spellings (the first Baker’s dozen all have at least 1% frequency).  A pie graph is utilized to depict the most prevalent spellings of the Rudisill name and the numerical diversification of those family units.

Another interesting fact that came from this effort was a wide geographic distribution of the Rudisill family.  There is a Rudisill family member living in almost all 50 states (46 to be exact!).  By far, more Rudisills live in North Carolina than any other state. Lastly, the eleven most common male first names appear to be as follows and in order:  Robert, John, James, William, Michael, Mark, Thomas, Paul, Donald, Raymond, Kenneth.
Updating Rudisill Database  
Ted has asked Fred Weiser to look at his Maryland German Churches books.  [Did Fred translate?]  Ted says he is I'm plowing away putting the fruit of Jerry’s and Elizabeth’s labor into the RFA database.  Not many surprises so far but a lot of good solid documentation sources for the family.  I'm really glad this project is getting off the ground.
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Number Name Percentage

1296 Rudisill 60.3%

166 Rudesill 7.7%

162 Rudasill 7.5%

78 Rudicil 3.6%

74 Rudeseal 3.4%

63 Rudisell 2.9%

62 Rudacille 2.9%

55 Rudicel 2.6%

48 Rudisel 2.2%

30 Rudisaile 1.4%

21 Rudisail 1.0%

17 Rudicill 0.8%

14 Rudisil 0.7%

14 Rudsell 0.7%

13 Rudicell 0.6%

9 Rudacil 0.4%

6 Rudesil 0.3%

5 Rudesal 0.2%

5 Rudiselle 0.2%

3 Rudisile 0.1%

3 Rudsill 0.1%

2 Rudasil 0.1%

2 Rudicle 0.1%
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NC 21.8% PA 10.7%

IN 5.8% VA 5.0%

GA 4.8% CA 4.3%

TX 4.1% OH 4.0%

MD 3.8% FL 3.5%

SC 3.0% IL 2.9%

MO 2.6% WI 1.9%

MI 1.8% OR 1.5%

LA 1.4% WV 1.2%

TN 1.2% AZ 1.2%

WA 1.1% AR 1.1%

NY 1.1% OK 1.1%

KY 1.0% MN 1.0%

IA 1.0% NJ 0.8%

AL 0.8% CO 0.7%

KS 0.5% NM 0.5%

AK 0.5% DE 0.4%

MT 0.3% RI 0.3%

NV 0.2% CT 0.2%

DC 0.2% HI 0.2%

MS 0.1% ND 0.1%

MA 0.1% WY 0.1%

CANADA 0.0% Singapore 0.0%

ID 0.0% ME 0.0%



