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2007 REUNION

The 2007 Charlotte, NC Rudisill National Reunion looks to show a lot of interesting attractions in their part of North Carolina.  Anne and Jim Schout planned this reunion with the assistance of Martha and Vince Tesoro.
This reunion starts Thursday evening and finishes at the Sunday combined two local and national Rudisill Family Reunion.

For local Carolinians who might make just Saturday and Sunday and might wish to attend some events, the Saturday prices are:

Bus……………………. $34

Old Salem……………. $17

Salem Tavern lunch…$23
Bubba’s BBQ dinner…$16
The votes are in:  the Latta Plantation and Reed Gold mine won the most votes.  I have not yet panned for gold, but I will at this gold mine, and you can too.
Please send checks for this reunion to me, R. Rudisill III 9933 Clearfield Ave, Vienna, VA 22181.
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room of the Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County -- Free admission

By Carol Bentley

301 North Tryon Street
Charlotte NC 28202
Phone: 704-336-5153
Hours: Monday - Thursday 9-9, Saturday 9-6, Sunday 1-6.
Parking is available for a fee in area parking lots. 

This reference collection focuses on the Carolinas and the Southeast United States, past and present. Formats include books, periodicals, newspapers, microfilm, microfiche and computers. Visitors can research local history, genealogy, demographics, etc. Photocopy machines are available. Located in the heart of uptown Charlotte, the library runs the length of 6th Street from College to Tryon with the front entrance on 6th Street.

The Rudisill Family Association, Inc.

    By Ted Rudisill

The Rudisill Family Association was initially started as an informal group at the suggestion of Pastor Fred Weiser.  He and I discussed the idea of writing the Rudisill Genealogy in 1980.  Fred lent me his file on the family and I was faced with the problem of taking his data on the early Rudisills and merging it with the 1000 or so informal records that I had collected and listed on a primitive Radio Shack personal computer.  There was little or no connection between the two files at that point.

By 1983, there still was not a lot of progress, but help was on the horizon with the advent of the IBM personal computer, which had not only a huge increase in performance and memory but software to support genealogical research.  The Personal Ancestral File (PAF) was chosen to be the data base program as it had an excellent organization to structure the information so that family data could be input and matched.

All the records that had been received were put into PAF and analyzed.  Bob Carpenter’s book, “Carpenters A’Plenty” was a tremendous boost to the project by providing a factual account of the North Carolina branches of the family and corrected the major errors in the well-intentioned account of Laban Miles Hoffman’s “Our Kin”.    Major emphasis was also put on recording U.S. Census data on Rudisill and surname variants.

Gradually, the family structure began to emerge and connections to Fred’s data were made.  At this time we believed that the family originated in Germany where Fred had found church records.   

Since the latest Census records are at least 70 years old, there was a data void between the 1910 Census and our current generation. So in 1990, Fred suggested that I start a family association to gather more data.

I ordered one of these books that claimed to tell you all about your family, which in truth was nothing more than a telephone book listing of every one with the Rudisill surname.  The next step was to send a form letter to everyone listed in the book asking for personal data and what they knew of their family history.  Out of 1400 letters sent, 150 replies were received, and in this nucleus, we started the organization.  Members submitted as much information as they knew and in many cases, we were able to complete ancestral lines all the way back to our German ancestors.  In the meantime, I had heard information about a family connection to Switzerland from my father, who had talked to a Swiss man who claimed the name was Swiss.  Fred did some digging and found the connection at the Reformed Evangelical Lutheran Church at Sax, which to this day keeps meticulous records on each member of their congregation.  

The 1920 Census was released with another boost to connect our current families.  Newsletters were sent out on a quarterly basis, which brought some financial support and a real sense of family to the members.  

By 1994, it was time to assemble the data and publish what was available. In order to format the information in the proper genealogical format, it was necessary to use another software program called Roots III, which accepted the input from PAF.   It was still necessary to edit the notes section for each individual and manually prepare the camera-ready copy sheets.

In addition, in spite of the use of a much more capable new personal computer, there was not enough memory in this machine to genealogically format the whole family at one time.  Consequently, I broke up the family into 27 third generation sub-families that could be handled by the machine.  

The edit portion of the project took about six months and it was a real sense of relief to ship the 1014 pages to the printer, who produced the copies in 1995.

That fall, I sent a newsletter to the members stating that since the Rudisill Genealogy had been printed, that the Association had no further purpose and would be disbanded.  I was dumfounded at the response to this letter.  Like, “Don’t you dare disband the Association, we’re a family now!”   I was forced to reconsider and the members stayed.

Clifford Rudisill, who owned a bed and breakfast inn at Lennox, Massachusetts, proposed that we have a national reunion at his place in 1998.  I’ll admit to being a little dubious about having a primarily mid-Atlantic family come all the way to New England, where we had no ties at all, for a National Reunion.   Cliff persisted and they came and had a marvelous time.  Since then we have had 7 more reunions.  Cliff Rudisill hosted the last, like the first, at his family home in Nacogdoches.

Leadership of the Association has been taken over by Rudi Rudisill, a true lover of history and our pioneer family’s place in it.  One of the most outstanding recent achievements of the organization has been the renovation and re-dedication of our first immigrant’s graveyard in Lancaster, PA.  This was the result of the dedication and efforts of our members under the leadership of Bill Rudasill and Rudi Rudisill.  

Endnotes 

I wish to thank everyone who paid dues.  I appreciate the interest you all show in this RFA newsletter and reunions.

I hope to see y’all in North Carolina this August!
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